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for the B’’ campaign during National Hepatitis 
B Week will raise awareness about chronic 
hepatitis B. I am also impressed with commu-
nity forums scheduled this week to educate 
those currently living with the disease as well 
as their doctors about new and improved 
methods that can prevent its transmission and 
progression to liver disease. 

As we recognize National Hepatitis B 
Awareness Week, I encourage Americans who 
may be at risk for chronic hepatitis B to get 
tested for the disease and to understand there 
is a large group of patients who do need treat-
ment right now. With increased awareness, 
education and treatment for the disease, we 
can help stop the progression of hepatitis B to 
liver damage and liver disease. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in reflect-
ing on the importance of the work being done 
to combat chronic hepatitis B and recognize 
the fact that this is a preventable and treatable 
disease. I appreciate the opportunity to convey 
my support for House Resolution 250 and to 
recognize the need for more federal attention 
on hepatitis B.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to honor Mohammed Jaffer. Mr. Jaffer 
is a talented photographer and a dedicated in-
dividual whom I have had the pleasure of 
knowing for years. 

Mr. Jaffer was born in Hyderabad, India to 
a family wedded to the camera. His father, the 
late M.A. Rahim, was a renowned photog-
rapher, widely admired for his skill and vision. 
It was a popular belief that no one in the state 
of Andhra Pradesh could be deemed truly fa-
mous until Mr. Jaffer’s father had photo-
graphed them. 

Having grown up in a house where every-
one looked at the world through a camera 
lens, it was only natural for Mr. Jaffer to follow 
suit. Not content to limit himself to his home-
town or even his home country, he set himself 
a much broader goal. Accordingly, at the ten-
der age of 19, he graduated from Nizam Col-
lege in Hyderabad and came to the United 
States with just his camera and a dream. Mr. 
Speaker, it turns out that the United States 
has proved to be a land of opportunity for Mr. 
Jaffer. 

Within a year, he formed his own news 
photo agency, SnapsIndia, and was well on 
his way to becoming the most-widely pub-
lished Indian photographer in the country. In 
the next 15 years, Jaffer photographed various 
prime ministers and heads of states from dif-
ferent South Asian countries and around the 
world, as well as United Nations meetings and 
World Summits in New York. 

Having established himself in America, he 
began to cover high-profile events around the 
world such as the 1991 Cricket World Cup in 
Australia and New Zealand, the 1992 Aus-
tralian National Laser Sailing Regatta, the U.S. 
Open in tennis for the past 7 years, the 1996 
Americas Cup in San Diego, as well as beauty 
pageants and fashion shows worldwide. 

The highlight of Mr. Jaffer’s career, how-
ever, came when he was invited to accom-

pany President Bill Clinton to India in March of 
2000. As part of the White House entourage, 
Mr. Jaffer had access to the President that no 
other Indian photographer could lay claim to. 
For five days, he photographed President Clin-
ton in some of the most picturesque, and his-
toric locations on earth, capturing the leader of 
the Free World in both private, pensive mo-
ments and at spectacular public events. 

In 2001, Mr. Jaffer once again accompanied 
President Clinton to India when he visited 
areas in the western state of Gujarat that had 
been devastated by an earthquake. President 
Clinton, who had admired the photos, inaugu-
rated the exhibition of Mr. Jaffer’s photos of 
the presidential visit at Regent Wall Street 
hotel in New York on June 12, 2001. That 
same year, Mr. Jaffer covered the inaugura-
tion and oath ceremony of President George 
W. Bush. 

Having established SnapsIndia, the first 
news photo service specialized to cater to the 
South Asian community in the United States, 
Mr. Jaffer has fulfilled the dream his father 
started 25 years ago when SnapsIndia was 
first established in Hyderabad, India. With 
SnapsIndia Jaffer has woven bridges and con-
tributed to strengthening the ties between 
India and the United States through photo-
journalism.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 136, a reso-
lution that honors and celebrates the 24th An-
nual National Peace Officers’ Memorial Serv-
ice Observance Day on May 15, 2005. As a 
former police officer, I salute those law en-
forcement officials who died in the line of duty 
in 2004 and continue to honor those police of-
ficers who gave their lives in past years. As a 
member of the Congressional Law Enforce-
ment Caucus, I strongly support critical fund-
ing for programs, such as the Community Ori-
ented Policing Services (COPS) program, to 
hire additional police officers and help law en-
forcement acquire the latest crime-fighting 
technologies. I will continue to be a strong 
supporter of the law enforcement community 
and will advocate on behalf of public safety in 
Congress. I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution.
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Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize the philanthropic work of forty 
high-school students at Kentucky Country Day 
School in Louisville, Kentucky whose original 
fund-raising work on behalf of local organiza-
tions won them nationwide recognition for cur-

riculum innovation in February 2005 by the 
Washington, D.C.-based National Association 
of Independent Schools (NAIS). Kentucky 
Country Day School was one of three schools 
nationally to receive this prestigious honor 
through the Leading Edge Program run by 
NAIS. The Leading Edge Program was cre-
ated to explore, encourage, support and re-
ward exceptional and innovative achievement 
in the areas of community relations, curriculum 
innovation, equity and justice initiatives and 
technology. This award is a testament to Ken-
tucky Country Day School’s commitment to 
developing and enhancing the leadership skills 
of the youngest and brightest among us 
through its unique Philanthropy course. 

Philanthropy is no easy endeavor. Andrew 
Carnegie once said, ‘‘I resolved to stop accu-
mulating and begin the infinitely more serious 
and difficult task of wise distribution.’’ With a 
$10,000 grant, these high school students 
began this ‘‘serious and difficult task’’ by cre-
ating a mission statement to help define their 
purpose and goals for The Artemis Fund, the 
charitable trust which they themselves oper-
ated. As trustees, these students were faced 
with the challenge of raising funds through 
telephone solicitations and establishing rules 
and procedures for giving and selecting worthy 
causes to fund. 

Since the course’s inception in 2001, The 
Artemis Fund has dispensed just over $19,000 
to local organizations. This year, among the 
recipients chosen by The Artemis Fund were 
The Deaf Oral School and Youth Alive, a 
western Louisville after-school reading pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most exciting things 
for me to see is the building up of our youth 
through positive and enriching programs that 
last far longer than the prescribed semester. 
Life-impacting education serves as a bedrock 
for creative ideas that one day will be used to 
transform the way we, as a society, interact 
and live. I am proud to know that these stu-
dents have learned more than how to accumu-
late and dispense funds. Indeed, they have 
learned to lead by example and commitment, 
following through on their stated goals. This 
opportunity to learn about ‘‘hands-on philan-
thropy’’ will serve them well into adulthood. 
We can all take an important lesson from their 
great achievement and service to their com-
munity. I am delighted to recognize the Ken-
tucky Country Day School for this momentous 
accomplishment.
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Mr. MACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of our greatest national treasure—our vet-
erans. Throughout our Nation’s history, brave 
men and women have been committed to pro-
tecting our freedom, security and prosperity. It 
is only right for us to do all we can to help 
those who have fought to keep us free. That 
is why I rise in support of two thoughtful and 
prudent pieces of legislation: H.R. 303—The 
Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2005 and H.R. 
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